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dedication to students, parents, teachers and
community members.

James had worked in the Office of Edu-
cation as Assistant to the Marin County Super-
intendent of Schools, Assistant Superintendent
of Student Services, Director of Employer/Em-
ployee Relations, Special Education Project
Manager, liaison to the Marin County School
Boards Association and the Joint Legislative
Action Committee, and Administrative Assist-
ant. He has also been a Teacher and Principal
at San Quentin and Interim Superintendent of
the Reed School District as well as rep-
resenting Marin for 30 years on the California
School Masters Board to promote excellence
in education by recognizing outstanding teach-
ers and administrators.

During his long career in public education,
Mr. Orrell worked tirelessly to provide high-
quality education programs, and services for
all students. It is my pleasure to honor James
Orrell. | am proud to represent such a dedi-
cated educator.

TRIBUTE TO ANTONIO MEUCCI
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
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Friday, December 15, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, Alexander
Graham Bell is the man most commonly given
full credit for the invention of the telephone.
The courts awarded him one of the most valu-
able patents in American history, a patent that
made him a millionaire and became the foun-
dation for one of America’s largest corpora-
tions. Certainly, the telephone has become a
tool of modern communications so funda-
mental that many of today’s business and so-
cial activities would be inconceivable in its ab-
sence. However, Bell’s claim that he solely en-
gineered the telephone was hotly disputed by
a number of other inventors, one of which |
wish to speak of here today. My motive is not
to disparage or discredit the legend of Mr.
Bell's findings, but rather to tell the story of
Antonio Meucci, an Italian immigrant little
known for his far-reaching contributions to our
society.

Antonio Meucci was born in San Frediano,
near Florence, in April 1808. He studied de-
sign and mechanical engineering at Florence’s
Academy of Fine Arts and then worked in the
Teatro della Pergola and various other thea-
ters as a stage technician until 1835. From
there he accepted a job as a scenic designer
and stage technician at the Teatro Tacon in
Havana, Cuba.

Fascinated by technical research of any
kind, Meucci read every scientific missive he
could acquire. He spent a great deal of his
spare time in Havana on research and he
soon gained notoriety for his creative and pro-
ductive mind. His purported inventions in-
cluded a new method of galvanizing metal,
which was applied to military equipment for
the Cuban government. He continued his work
in the theater, but science had become his in-
domitable passion.

One day, in his home, Meucci heard an ex-
clamation of a friend, who was in another
room of the house, over a piece of copper
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wire running between them. He realized imme-
diately that he had something that was more
important than any discovery he had ever
made. With that realization also came the un-
derstanding that to succeed as an inventor, he
would need an environment that truly fostered
his inquisitive mind and vibrant spirit. He
would come to America, to explore this new
communication possibility.

He left Cuba for New York in 1850, settling
in the Clifton section of Staten Island, a few
miles from New York City. Though poor fi-
nances and limited English plagued Meucci,
he worked tirelessly in his endeavor to bring
long distance communication to a practical
stage.

In 1855, when his wife became partially par-
alyzed, Meucci set up a telephone system
which joined several rooms of his house with
his workshop in another building nearby. This
was the first such installation anywhere. In
1860, when the instrument had become prac-
tical, Meucci organized a demonstration to at-
tract financial backing in which a singers
voice was clearly heard by spectators a con-
siderable distance away. A description of the
apparatus was soon published in one of New
York’s Italian newspapers and the report with
a model of the invention were taken to ltaly
with the goal of arranging production there.
Unfortunately, the promises of financial sup-
port, which were so forthcoming after the origi-
nal demonstration, never materialized.

Antonio Meucci refused to let this set back
destroy his vision. Though the years that fol-
lowed brought increasing poverty, he contin-
ued to produce new designs and specifica-
tions. Unable to raise the sum for a definitive
patent, Meucci filed a caveat, or notice of in-
tent, that was a preliminary description of his
invention with the U.S. Patent Office. His
teletrofono was registered on December 28,
1871 with the requirement that he file for con-
verting it into a patent in 1874. Fate would
deal Meucci a cruel blow, however, as he fell
victim to a near fatal boat explosion. While he
lay in hospital, destitute and ill, Meucci al-
lowed the provisional patent to lapse.

Two years after the expiration of Meucci's
caveat, Bell took out a patent for his voice
transmitting electrical device, which he called
the telephone. It is possible that sometimes
several inventors have the same idea at the
same time. In this case, however, what has
mattered is not who had the idea for the tele-
phone first, but who first turned the idea into
a viable commercial enterprise. As we all
know, it was Bell who succeeded in that re-
spect.

For too long Antonio Meucci has been only
a footnote in our history books. At many local
libraries, a search for Meucci in the card cata-
logue vyields nothing. His legacy deserves
more. Remember that a federal court in the
1880’s found that Meucci’s ideas were signifi-
cant to the invention of the telephone and the
Secretary of State at the time issued a public
statement that “there exists sufficient proof to
give priority to Meucci in the invention of the
telephone.”

Mr. Speaker, many people from many dif-
ferent nations have contributed to the great-
ness of America. Antonio Meucci was indeed
one such person. He is an example of some-
one who worked for the benefit of all. It is fit-
ting that his efforts are recognized here today.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, President
Thomas Short of IATSE, the International Alli-
ance of Theatrical and Stage Employees,
ranks as one of the City of Cleveland’s favor-
ite sons. Cleveland is proud of his strong, dis-
ciplined, patient leadership which has earned
him the gratitude of the rank and file of the
IATSE, the appreciation of all international
labor leaders, and the respect of those who sit
across the table from his I/A team.

As a member of the labor committee of the
United States Congress and as a member be-
longing to IATSE Local 660 (when you are in
politics it is always good to have another
trade) | know first hand the powerful and posi-
tive impact Tom Short has had in protecting
and advancing the economical, social, and po-
litical rights of working men and women. Presi-
dent Short achieves success for his members
through making the use of principle, a prac-
tical and pragmatic goal.

As a veteran of both labor and politics, | am
aware of the challenges which confront my
brothers and sisters in the entertainment
world. Surely this, the most dynamic of all in-
dustries, with so many exceptional individuals
blessed with depth of talent and breadth of vi-
sion—surely you can call upon the limitless
reservation of spiritual and creative energies
always available to you, to design an environ-
ment of benevolence and co-operation where
all are winners in the collective bargaining
process.

Over thirty years ago, when | began my ca-
reer in public service, | worked closely with
Tom Short’s father, Adrian, who led Cleve-
land’s stage hand union. Adrian Short intro-
duced me back then to his sons, Dale, a labor
leader in his own right, and Tom, our honoree.

How very proud your father would be of this
well deserved moment of grace, Tom, for you
embody every dream he had—in your quest to
elevate the dignity of all working people.

——
THANKS TO THOSE WHO HELP
KEEP THE CAPITOL FUNC-
TIONING II

HON. JOHN EDWARD PORTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 15, 2000

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, earlier this year,
on October 24, | rose to thank all of the peo-
ple that make this great institution work. | wish
| could have mentioned all of our extended
support staff by name. Peggy Sampson has
been with the Republican staff almost as long
as I've been in Congress. She does a fan-
tastic job playing Mother Superior to all our
pages, watching over them, helping to educate
them, and generally herding them. This has
become an infinitely more complex job when
Republicans became the House majority, with
the right to name so many more pages on our
side. But Peggy not only does her job and
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